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Founders’ Day Celebration: Aztec Museum and Pioneer Village will celebrate Aztec’s Birthday September 18th at the Aztec Museum and Pioneer Village from 11:00 a.m. through 4:00 p.m., beginning with a parade through downtown Aztec starting at 10:00 a.m.  
The parade is hosted by the San Juan Mountain Chapter of Antique Trucks and Tractors.     Parade participation is welcome.  Contact Beveraly Pepin, SJ Mountain Chapter Antique Trucks and Tractors, (333-2599 or 946-5492) for more information. 

Aztec Museum Foundation Pioneers of the Year are Gerald G. and Alta Jane Williams in recognition of their public service to Aztec, and selfless community involvement throughout their long and productive lives.  Following the parade, at 11:30 a.m., Mr. and Mrs. Williams will be honored at an informal reception in the Museum’s gallery.  The public is wholeheartedly invited to attend the reception.  Light refreshments will be served, and the Aztec birthday cake will be cut.  

The Aztec Museum Association strives to preserve the history of Aztec and surrounding communities.  Once a year, The Aztec Museum Foundation pays their respects to industrious and community minded individuals with deep family roots here.   In this manner, the Foundation hopes to highlight the family history and public contributions our founding families have made to improve the quality of life in San Juan County.  As generational tributaries flow into the fast moving river of the present, Aztec’s story emerges as vital, fluid (and sometimes murky)—like the Animas—flowing right through the heart of where we live.

Admission to the Aztec Museum and Pioneer Village will be free all day.  In addition, this year the Museum is calling attention to its newest publication, “Historic Aztec self-guided walking & biking tours” which highlights many of Aztec’s oldest businesses and homes.  Special free guided tours of Historic Aztec will leave from the Museum at 12:00 noon and 1:30 p.m. Each tour will consist of the Main Avenue and Historic Homes Loop (about 3/4 hour covering 0.7 mile), with a continuation the Lovers Lane and Train Depot Loop (an additional 1/2 hour and 0.4 mile) on the longer tour. Participants will receive a copy of the recently published Historic Aztec Self-guided Walking and Biking Tours brochure.  Tours will be led by Aztec Museum Association Board Members and local historians.

All events at Riverside Park and Aztec Museum and Pioneer Village are free and open to the public. 
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